
 

 
                                      
 

 

ADVOCATING FOR DOWNTOWN SPOKANE 
The Downtown Spokane Partnership (DSP) works to strengthen Spokane’s urban core through smart 
policy, targeted investment, and collaborative leadership. The 2026 Policy Platform sets the direction for 
action, defining the priorities that will guide advocacy efforts to grow jobs, attract investment, improve 
safety and cleanliness, and create a vibrant environment where people want to live, work, and visit. 
Aligned with the City of Spokane’s most recent Downtown Plan Update, the DSP Policy Platform outlines 
the core principles and strategic priorities that guide the advocacy efforts of the DSP Board of Directors, 
staff, and members to advance policies that position downtown Spokane to thrive as the region’s hub 
for economic and cultural vitality at the local, regional, state, and federal levels. 

The DSP policy platform is centered around five key areas: 
• Cultivating commercial activity.  
• Enhancing a vibrant experience.  
• Building and expanding housing options.  
• Improving public safety and deterring crime.    
• Getting people the help they need.  

 

2026 LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES 
Cultivate Economic Vitality 
With increasing office vacancy rates Downtown, incentivizing investment and job opportunities is 
critically important to stabilizing economic vitality while new and adjacent areas of future growth will be 
important catalysts to strengthen Downtown as a powerful economic driver for the region.  
 
Local 

□ Permanently eliminate height-restricted zoning along Spokane Falls Blvd. 
□ Reduce approval times for simple tenant improvement permits issued Downtown by 15%.   
□ Establish site development permitting timelines of 60 days or less.  
□ Sunset commercial parking tax fees.  
□ Adopt downtown sales tax reimbursement incentive program for retail recruitment, façade 

improvements and/or job creation. 
□ Incentivize employers to increase employees working Downtown to at least 4 days per week. 

 
State 

□ Reduce tax burden for employers creating jobs in high-growth sectors that locate Downtown.  
□ Streamline sales tax and B&O tax structures with a focus on removing duplication.   

 
Federal 

□ Maximize the impact of Opportunity Zones to catalyze job creation and mixed-use  
development. 
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POLICY PRINCIPLES: The DSP advocates for policies that foster a diverse mix of commercial tenants, 
industries and job creation, including:  

• Incentives for ground-floor retail occupancy and turnkey workspace readiness programs.  
• Recruitment and retention of employers to occupy commercial spaces.  
• Supportive infrastructure for entrepreneurs and startups.   
• Stronger connections to integrate students and underserved communities into the workforce.  
• Public-private partnerships and investment to reinvigorate blighted properties, preserve historic 

façades, and support growing industries. 
• Enhanced access and mobility options that support economic activity.  
• Integrate nexus evaluations in any new or increased fee proposal and require data reporting in 

policymaking, including vacant-to-occupied rate, foot traffic, jobs created, property values, area 
median income, sales tax generation, etc.  

Enhance A Vibrant Destination  
Focusing support on efforts to improve, beautify and revitalize streetscape, entryways and the public 
realm, policies that support a vibrant destination to work, live and visit supports a healthier downtown.   
 
Local 

□ Adopt local Fan Zone guidance for expanded indoor and/or outdoor alcohol sales and service in 
public areas in the Downtown BID.  

□ Support Convention and major event recruitment. 
□ Create a welcoming, safe and accessible experience at gateways, landscape medians, freeway 

off-ramps/on-ramps, and throughout Downtown.  
□ Invest on-street parking meter revenue in public space maintenance and improvements 

Downtown, including planters, decorative lighting and streetscape.  
□ Invest in shared streets with streetscape and pedestrian-friendly focus.  
□ Establish uniform lighting standards in railroad viaducts.  
□ Reduce refuge and debris with requirements for locking dumpsters and recycling bins. 
□ Proactively address chronic nuisance properties. 
□ Permanently adopt the Downtown Tree Canopy program initiated as a pilot program with the 

DSP. 
 
State 

□ Exempt buildings on the Local Historic Registry or National Registry of Historic Places from Clean 
Buildings Act compliance standards to maintain historic character of Downtown.  

 
Federal  

□ Increase the rate of the Historic Tax Credit (HTC) to 30% for certain small projects’ qualified 
rehabilitation expenditures.  
 

POLICY PRINCIPLES: The DSP advocates for policies that enhance and maintain public spaces, repair and 
maintain critical infrastructure, and grows vibrancy through activity, including:  

• Promoting welcoming public spaces through cleaning, maintenance, and sanitation.   
• Investment in beautification of pedestrian areas with improved street tree canopy, lighting 

standards, and prioritization of repairs to hazardous sidewalks. 
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• Planning, design and development standards that incorporate and incentivize crime prevention 
through environmental design (CPTED).     

• Proactive enforcement with special abatement emphasis in hot-spot areas on public and 
privately owned property. 

• Leveraging capital investments in façade improvements, regional destination projects and civic 
amenities located Downtown. 

• Growing cultural and entertainment events and programming.   

Build and Expand Housing  
Expanding practical economic incentives and programs to support new housing options Downtown will 
result in greater housing capacity of all types and income levels and build a healthier urban 
neighborhood to support Spokane and its residents.  
 
Local 

□ Expand Multi-Family Tax Exemption (MFTE) program to allow use for up to twelve (12) years on 
market rate units built Downtown.  

□ Reinstitute the commercial rate stabilization program to maintain commercial utility rates 
following conversion to housing on underutilized buildings.  

□ Establish a low-interest financing mechanism using Community Development Block Grants 
(CDBG) to fund critical infrastructure in housing development and building code updates in 
existing housing.  

□ Limit impact fees with time-bound incentives to spur near term development.  
□ Pause additional affordable housing development Downtown until housing goals identified in 

the 2025 Downtown Housing Study are met.  
 
State 

□ Expand “Pavement to People” to include underutilized vacant land with an emphasis on 
Downtown incentives.  

□ Align sales and use tax deferral programs supporting housing conversion to require that only 
20% of units are set aside for affordable housing up to 115% AMI, without requirements for 
annual recertification after initial qualification.  

□ Remove overreaching condo-warranty provisions. 
□ Designate Opportunity Zone 2.0 area inclusive of Downtown census tract 35.  

 
Federal  

□ Adopt tax credit incentive programs to support the conversion of underused office and 
commercial space into housing.  

 
POLICY PRINCIPLES: The DSP advocates for policies that spur infill and high-density residential projects, 
including:  

• Reducing the cost of housing construction and infrastructure improvements.   
• Streamlining development review processes to reduce permitting delays with AI integration. 
• Incentivizing new residential growth through conversion of commercial spaces, development on 

surface parking lots and underdeveloped land, as well as opportunity sites identified in the 
Downtown Plan Update. 

• Prioritizing new market rate housing to reach targets identified in the 2025 Downtown Housing 
Study.   
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• Exploring student housing opportunities and partnerships with local higher education 
institutions.  

• Limiting legislative efforts and regulations that would delay or harm the ability to build and 
expand housing Downtown.  

Improve Safety Downtown  
Reducing crime and improving public safety and cleanliness through strategic funding and enforcement 
of adopted laws—with a focus on reducing recidivism—supports a welcoming Downtown.  
 
Local 

□ Increase staffing minimums for the Downtown Police Precinct.  
□ Maintain enforcement authority within the Spokane Municipal Code (SMC) to address issues 

related to obstruction of any portion of public property, particularly in high-traffic pedestrian 
zones Downtown.  

□ Expand the high utilizer initiative to include the top 25 individuals responsible for repeat 
misdemeanor crimes Downtown ensuring immediate incarceration or diversion options, when 
appropriate.    

□ Implement pre-conviction area restrictions following arrests for public drug sales, prostitution, 
trespassing, and misdemeanor property crimes Downtown.  

□ Adopt Downtown Hospitality Zone with prohibitions on panhandling and policies that prioritize 
pedestrian safety.  

□ Establish authority and proactive enforcement of unpermitted food vending.  
□ Adopt fare zones at all transit stops and stations.  
□ Relocate Community Court to improve participant access to comprehensive support services 

and resources outside of the retail core of Downtown.  
□ Expand the City of Spokane’s participation in regional public safety collaboration, including the 

Real Time Crime Center.  
□ Invest in camera networks at Downtown intersections and publicly owned buildings.   
□ Advance recommendations of the Safe & Healthy Spokane Task Force.   

 
State 

□ Combat organized retail crime (ORC) with enhanced penalties for theft.  
□ Require local government approval to locate retailers that sell liquor, with a focus on community 

impact and proximity to sensitive areas.  
□ Fund recruiting, hiring and training for personnel to staff SPD, jail and behavioral health 

treatment facilities. 
 

Federal  
□ Fund US Attorney position to prosecute illegal drug crimes.  

 
POLICY PRINCIPLES: The DSP advocates for policies that enhance public safety, deter aggressive 
behavior, establish consequences for crime and focus on chronic offenders and the outsized impact they 
have Downtown, including: 

• Consistent proactive enforcement of laws and regulations that address threats to personal 
safety and property, including the sale and use of illegal drugs in public, vandalism, theft, illegal 
camping, misuse/obstruction of public property, and panhandling. 
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• Allocating resources to increase SPD foot, bike and emphasis patrols, as well as technology 
investments and facilities that deter crime. 

• Deterring nuisance or aggressive behavior at locations with captive audiences, including 
hospitality amenities, financial services, and transit facilities and stops.  

• Maintaining criminal penalties for drug possession and use—including the potential for felony 
conviction–while opposing further drug legalization initiatives.  

• Incarcerating chronic re-offenders breaking the law that are unwilling to participate in 
treatment-focused diversion programs, with support for the removal of convictions for 
successful completion of programs.  

• Improving jail and emergency room release procedures to prevent overnight discharge without 
connections to community support systems, including transportation. 

• Promote efficiency, resource alignment and cooperation among courts.    
• Ensure transparency in the development of shelters, social service and public facilities through 

public notification processes, including public postings and neighborhood notifications, and 
good neighbor agreements that require 24/7 management and staffing. 

Prioritize Getting People the Help They Need  
Downtown is a hub for public safety and emergency response systems with a super-concentration of 
social services for Eastern Washington. Accessing shelter and housing options with wraparound services 
is critical to prevent hazardous urban camping on public rights-of-ways and conditions where criminals 
prey upon the most vulnerable in our community.  
 
Local 

□ Promote transparency and accountability in the Community Management Information System 
(HMIS) intake and reporting tools to support data-informed decision making.   

□ Expand medical assisted treatment (MAT) during incarceration.  
□ Support emergency stabilization centers for individuals experiencing mental health crises or in 

need of detox that also accept referrals from law enforcement, fire departments, service 
providers and DSP Ambassadors. 

□ Ensure placement of shelters, transitional housing and permanent supportive housing minimizes 
overconcentration in any one neighborhood and require 24/7 management and staffing with 
enforceable “good neighbor” agreements in place prior to opening. 

□ Advance recommendations of the Safe & Healthy Spokane Task Force.   
 
State 

□ Enhance conservatorship and involuntary custody/withdrawal management for those who do 
not have the capacity to care for themselves and/or pose a significant risk to themselves and 
community. 

□ Expand Ricky’s Law to allow familial referrals.  
 

 
 
Federal  

□ Expand the Medicaid IMD exclusion waiver to cover inpatient psychiatric services and substance 
use disorder treatment for adults aged 21-64 beyond 60 days. 
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POLICY PRINCIPLES: The DSP advocates for policies that focus on helping those in most need with 
distribution across the region, including:  

• Coordinated regional approaches to addressing public health and safety challenges. 
• Collaboration among local jurisdictions, healthcare providers, and emergency services with 

requirements to demonstrate improved outcomes and resource efficiency.  
• Utilization of HMIS by all systems with regular and transparent reporting. 
• Enhanced conservatorship and involuntary custody utilizing Ricky’s Law, Involuntary Treatment 

Act (ITA) and similar policies for those who do not have the capacity to care for themselves 
and/or pose a significant risk to themselves and others.   

• Adequate facilities, capacity and resources for emergency stabilization of individuals 
experiencing mental illness and/or need for detox services, involuntary custody and supervised 
diversion options. 

• Avoid further over-concentration of emergency and transitional shelters, low-barrier housing, 
and new stand-alone public restrooms Downtown.  

• Prioritization of harm prevention strategies that focus on treatment connections that avoid 
community impacts.  

 


